Sturmer and District WI

Report for the Annual Parish Assmbly

30 April 2026

We continue to enjoy our monthly meetings on the 2nd Monday of the month.

Our speakers have been varied in topics, from our very own member telling us her experiences of being a volunteer at the Women’s Rugby World Cup to delicious strawberry tea in the President’s garden, from amazing music boxes and automatons and handling priceless Faberge Eggs to a local baker, from Forgotten Bees to the forensic expert who helped to convict the Soham murderer.

We had a most interesting visit to the Royston Cave.

Our fundraising has included a quiz evening, a bingo evening and our first Sturmer Open Gardens Day which raised £560 for St. Nicholas Hospice and £225 for WI funds.

Members have enjoyed days organised by our Federation, the Suffolk West Federation of WI’s taking part in a walk around Glemsford a visit to Cavendish Church and the Federation Annual Meeting, always a meeting with excellent speakers, this year we heard Lynne Mortimer, journalist and Mayor of Ipswich in 2024, learnt about the charity supporting one to one reading at schools, 200 women taking part in chair yoga, a lot of giggles there, and speaker/entertainer for the afternoon Su Pollard of Hi-de-Hi fame.

We are now making decisions on the two resolutions put forward to National Federation of WI’s to be voted on at the Annual Meeting, 1) Accessible public toilet facilities to promote dignity, health and social inclusion. 2) Action on Women’s Homelessness.

Our next fundraising event is a quiz night on 16 May in the village hall 7:00pm for 7:30pm, we are looking forward to Sturmer Open Gardens on Bank Holiday Monday 25 May,  entrance money going to St. Nicholas Hospice and money raised from refreshments going to the WI, in September a musical evening with the ShantyFolk.

In June we will  visit to the Suffolk and Cambridgeshire Regimental Museum at Bury St. Edmunds, and in the programme later in the year we have ‘does my HRT patch look big in this’?  Stuff and Folly among many other topics

We meet in Sturmer Village Hall unless otherwise advised, and we extend a warm welcome to visitors, the first meeting is free, the second we make a small charge of £4. membership this year is £54 pro rata.
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