Sturmer Local History Group Annual Report April 2025 to April 2026
Our main project this year has been producing a book on the history of Sturmer based on the archives we have accumulated since 2011.
We have some funds towards the cost from talks, walks and general donations and we applied for grants for the balance.
We have been offered a grant from Suffolk Local History Council (SLHC) and are awaiting a decision on a grant from the English Heritage Trust at the end of July.
We hope to give a free copy to all households in the village to encourage residents to be interested in the village and care for it.
We held a very successful guided talk and walk of the village for Ridgewell History Group in May 2025.
We have continued to replace our leaflets at our heritage boards and our archives are updated in November each year. 
The leaflets were handed out with the guides for the Sturmer Open Gardens in 2025. We will hand them out again for Open Gardens on 25 May 2026.
Our Recorders’ Report was shared with our email group, SLHC and Recorders of Uttlesford History (RUH) earlier this year. It was also added to our website:
https://e-voice.org.uk/sturmer-local-history-group/
In addition, our history posts continue on X.
Our annual report will be submitted to the Annual Parish Assembly and included in the Sturmer Village News for all residents’ information and will be shared with members and RUH.
We joined a trip to Royston Cave with Sturmer and District WI.
We attended a concert at Ridgewell Church to commemorate VJ Day and a talk at Kedington on the conflict with the Japanese.
We provided an exhibition and our heritage trail leaflets for a celebration of 150 years of the village hall in Sturmer.
The Red Lion Pub in Sturmer still has a display of photos showing the village in times gone by which were provided by our Group.
I am continuing an A level history course with VIA (formerly the WI learning hub).  It is an online course which follows the syllabus without essays or exams. So far we have studied the American Dream and the British Raj. Next term we will be studying the War of the Roses.
I have also attended a very interesting talk on “Education – Now and Then” on Zoom with Clavering History Group.
We have been invited to join an App which offers self-guided tours and we may consider adding Sturmer to their collection in the future.
Linda Bevan – 11 April 2026









Interior of St Mary’s Church, Sturmer – Courtesy of Caroline Choat
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