Sturmer Village Hall Charity
Registered Number 262450

Report to Annual Parish Assembly

30 April 2026

The Charity currently has 5 members representing, Sturmer Parish Council, Sturmer and District WI, Sturmer Carpet Bowls Club, 2 Elected members one of which is Churchwarden to St. Mary’s Church, Sturmer.

The directives of the Sturmer Village Hall Trustees are to provide Village Hall facilities to the local community without distinction of political, religious or other opinions, including use for meetings, lectures, classes, recreation and leisure time.

Our five year electrical review involved rewiring, new electrical boxes and consumer unit as the previous one’s were outdated, we are much obliged to our qualified electrician, who lives in the village, and carried out the work for us for at £3,000 as he wishes to support our community.

We welcomed the Church of Pentecost who held their Sunday meetings from June 2025 to January 2026, not only are they delightful people to work with, they also provided a much needed income of £1,100,  they have now found an alternative venue as their church has increased in congregation, we wish them well.

The upholstery class lead by a Sturmer resident who use the hall all day on Fridays during the school term has also been welcomed, the income accruing to £1,700 for 25/26.

In October we held a celebration of 150 years of the, now, village hall building, formerly the Victorian village school, with displays from the WI, Bowls Club, Parish Council, History Group, a free event with refreshments, we would like to thank all those who took part, but sadly we had not one visitor.

The trustees decorated the hall for the Christmas season, which was welcomed by the regular users of the village hall.

We have purchased a female ‘Resus Annie’ and we are to have a demonstration on CPR and the use of the defibrillator on 21 May at 7:00pm in the village hall.

We are grateful to Alan Carter and David Porth for keeping our front and rear courtyards tidy.

We would like to thank Sturmer Parish Council for their grant towards the insurance and £150 towards the cost of the Sturmer Village News.

The trustees collate the quarterly Sturmer Village News, the cost for the year June 2025 to March 2026 was £760, offset by the grant of £150 and the income from adverts there is still at shortfall of £220 which comes from the village hall funds, this would amount to just over 18 hours income from hirings, with this in mind the trustees decided to increase the price of adverts to £15 per copy.
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With the new refuse collections due in June, the trustees have had long discussions about recycling and food waste collection.

As a result the trustees will require hirers to be responsible for any waste their event may produce and take it away from the hall. 

This has been added to the hiring agreement form.

A recent hiring, resulted in over 50 used cardboard food containers, 26 bottles and multiple cans that the trustees had to deal with. 

At the BDC Re-cycling Roadshow, which one trustee had attended, the information was that the cardboard food containers could not be recycled as they were contaminated and only clean cardboard can be recycled, this would have amounting to the contaminated waste being in the black bin for many weeks before collection.

What effect this will have on hirings only time will tell.

Coming to hirings, when an enquiry about the hire of the hall is received, the prospective hirer is shown the hall by one of the trustees before any hiring is agreed.

We continue to update our policies, Data Protection, Equal Opportunities, Child and Vulnerable Adult and our Risk Assessment.
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