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This year presented several challenges. Securing approval for S106 funding to repair the playground floor was a year-long process. This was supplemented by additional reserve funds for necessary repairs to other bits of equipment. Councillors are completing remaining minor repairs personally, reflecting their commitment to community service without financial compensation. Their dedication extends beyond standard responsibilities, as exemplified by Councillor Mercer’s regular maintenance of footpaths and Councillor Porth and Volunteer Carter’s ongoing efforts in litter picking and leaf clearance along the amenity pathway. Volunteer Carter also maintains the memorial, with minimal compensation. (An occasional tin of paint)
Following a tree incident in Southend, we expedited our tree inspection by twelve months and observed significant environmental changes had had a dramatic impact on tree safety.  Funds previously allocated enabled us to complete this work quickly and efficiently.
To meet Assertion 10—which requires that our data remain secure and accessible—we’ve switched to a new email system connected to our website. Additionally, we moved our accounts online with a reputable professional company for enhanced safety. Thanks to several available offers, we saved 50% on costs for the first six months.
The Council achieved some cost savings this year, most significantly through a reduction in streetlight electricity costs, which were secured at a fixed rate and backdated for two years. Monthly savings range from £10 to £30 and were utilised in part for tree maintenance.
Persistent attention to potholes has yielded positive results. Special thanks are extended to Councillor Mercer for supporting the documentation of over forty repairs, (basically shouting ‘car coming’ while I was taking photographs!) which facilitated a comprehensive spreadsheet analysis. This process highlighted discrepancies between highway mapping data and local reporting, primarily due to differences in area identification and works numbers. This information was communicated to Essex Highways. Not all relevant information is communicated directly to the Parish Council.
Finally, I would like to give thanks to Cllrs Porth, Mercer, Morley and Jones for their support over the past 2 years. It is with great sadness that today is my last day as Clerk, and it has been fascinating. Sadly, family illness pulls me away. 
I would leave you with just one thought BE KIND TO OTHERS – RUDENESS IS NEVER ACCEPTABLE.





